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TEASER

EXT. MIAMI, FLORIDA - CRUISE SHIP - PIER - MORNING

SUPER: Miami, Floridas

CREW run around, loading and unloading supplies. Cranes move 
like a terrible ballet, carrying crates that read 
‘INSPIRATION OF THE SEAS’ on them. 

Hungover GUESTS exit the ship like zombies while dragging 
their luggage as well as cheap items every tourist buys in 
the Caribbean.

INT. CRUISE SHIP - GUEST EXIT/ENTRANCE

As CREW in tacky, pastel uniforms, say goodbye to guests, a 
SONG, not unlike “Soul Man,” by Sam and Dave, starts playing 
throughout the ship’s PA SYSTEM. 

CHRIS, 25, prankster, hacker, and slacker, slides in and 
proceeds to pay homage to Austin Powers’ dance sequence as if 
it was choreographed by The Blues Brothers. He kisses guests 
on the hand, dances with others, then slides away.

MONTAGE - CHRIS DANCING THROUGHOUT THE SHIP

-- CASINO - He moonwalks into the colorfully gaudy, brightly 
lit casino. As crew members clean the machines, Chris plays 
with a few: tossing dice, spinning the roulette wheel, 
pulling levers, and more. He then dances out of the room.

-- POOL DECK - Chris twirls in and grabs towels as if it’s a 
silk dance performance. The POOL ATTENDANTS join in as Chris 
pulls levers and presses buttons near the pools which 
releases what appears to be steam, then leaves.

-- KITCHEN - The HEAD CHEF, 55, always angry, barks orders at 
his hard-working staff. Chris slides in on his knees, then 
uses a strawberry to plug the Head Chef’s mouth. 

He dances with the staff, feeds and is fed cake with a COOK 
as if they just got married, then dances out of the room.

A large knife flies into frame and stabs the wall where Chris 
was just standing. The Head Chef picks up another knife, then 
waves it at his staff to get back to work.

We morph through the floor into the lower, crew decks. A 
stark contrast from the beautiful, fancy upper decks.
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-- I95 - A bleak, grey, white, and industrial-looking hallway 
for the crew that goes from one end of the ship to the other. 
Chris drag races with a Jamaican crew member and his multi-
cultural friends using the large LUGGAGE CARTS.

He crashes his into a wall, then hands them a wad of CASH as 
he’s clearly lost a bet. He isn’t fazed and continues dancing 
away.

-- I95 CONT’D - He dances down the I95, high-fiving crew, and 
grabs a BANANA from a FOOD CART. The second he bites into it, 
a hand shoots in and pulls him out of frame.

HALLWAY - CONTINUOUS

JEN, 40, British, pulls Chris into the hallway, banana still 
in his mouth.

JEN
Did you finish the inspection yet?

Chris pulls the banana out.

CHRIS
Define finish...and inspection.

JEN
(sigh)

Come on.

195 - CONTINUOUS

Jen and Chris do a walk-and-talk as they pass by a continuous 
fleet of crew. The I95 is getting busier, with crates of 
supplies passing by, crew in different uniforms rushing and 
small FORKLIFTS darting past them.

CHRIS
Where are we going oh fearless 
leader?

Chris finishes his banana and tosses the peel. A crew member 
slips on said peel and the cakes he was carrying fly into the 
air, and land on a crew member who’s carrying plates. Crashes 
can be heard off-screen.

JEN
A Cruise Fun Director is your 
fearless leader. I’m your somewhat 
worried it’ll all fall apart, 
Assistant Cruise Fun Director.
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CHRIS
Well...normally that’s your job.

JEN
What do you mean normally?

LENNART, 30 or 50, hard to tell, a German DJ and human enigma 
who always wears sunglasses, carries a stack of CDs, 
CASSETTES TAPES, and 8-TRACK TAPES with him.

JEN (CONT’D)
(to Lennart)

Did you finally pick a song?

LENNART
Funeral march.

JEN
(confused)

It’s a gender reveal party.

The three cram into a tiny, light and dark grey elevator.

CHRIS
(correcting Jen)

It’s twelve gender reveal parties.

Jen pushes the UP button.

LENNART
Thirteen.

CHRIS
Thirteen gender reveal parties.

JEN
Stop saying gender reveal parties.

Doors close.

INT. ELEVATOR - CONTINUOUS

CHRIS
Where are we going?

JEN
We have to make sure everything is 
ready. Then you have to get to crew 
security. We have two new rookies 
joining us today.

(to Lennart)
Just pick some fun pop music.

3.



4.

LENNART
Those words contradict each other.

JEN
Lennart, please. Today has to be 
perfect.

CHRIS
You say that every week. Can we aim 
for mediocrity? We hit that more 
often than not.

Jen takes a deep breath.

INT. DECK 5 - HALLWAY / BARS / LOUNGES

Jen, Chris, and Lennart exit the elevator and continue their 
walk-and-talk through bars and lounges with beautiful floor-
to-ceiling windows that overlook Miami Bay.

JEN
(to Chris)

Turn off that music.

Chris rolls his eyes, then pulls out a hand-built REMOTE 
CONTROL and presses a button that stops the song from playing 
throughout the PA SYSTEM.

JEN (CONT’D)
And stop hacking the PA system.

CHRIS
That barely counts as hacking.

JEN
Guys. We not only have thirteen 
gender reveal parties, but also new 
rookies, and the new Cruise Fun 
Director should be here today. 
Which is good ‘cause we’ve been 
without a leader and a full 
entertainment department for a 
month ever since...you know.

CHRIS
The incident.

LENNART
The incident.

JEN
Exactly.

4.



(MORE)

5.

CHRIS
Question. You know how you keep 
saying you’re not the Cruise Fun 
Director, and the new ones are 
coming today?

JEN
(suspicious)

Yeaahhh?

INT. BACK LOUNGE - CONTINUOUS

The lounge is packed with gender reveal balloons, all 
attached to DIGITAL COUNTDOWN TIMERS. As soon as the three 
walk in, the timers all start counting down from two minutes. 
Jen and Lennart are shocked, while Chris remains calm.

LENNART
(in German)

Ach nein.
(English translation)

Oh no.

JEN
This isn’t happening.

A DIGITAL VOICE not unlike ALEXA, chimes in.

DIGITAL VOICE
Gender reveal party explosion 
commencing in two minutes.

CHRIS
Nice touch.

JEN
(to Chris)

What were you talking about?

CHRIS
What?

JEN
Something about the Cruise Fun 
Director coming today?

CHRIS
Oh yeah. They’re not. Shoreside 
emailed and said the Cruise Fun 
Directors won’t come until next 
week.

(pause)
(MORE)
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CHRIS (CONT’D)

(MORE)
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You’re the Cruise Fun Director this 
week. Which, I guess means this 
impending disaster is all on you.

Jen looks even more defeated as the three helplessly watch 
the timers counting down.

DIGITAL VOICE
One minute, thirty seconds until 
explosion.

LENNART
I’ll start playing funeral march.

Lennart walks off-screen. Jen has hopelessness in her eyes as 
Chris pulls out another banana and starts eating it.

EXT. CRUISE SHIP - CREW SECURITY AREA - CONTINUOUS

Crew from around the world drag their luggage through very 
serious Filipino SECURITY GUARDS who use x-ray machines and 
handheld scanners on everyone.

Talking the ears off of an exhausted CREW MEMBER is a 
nervous, but excited twenty-one-year-old woman and fish-out-
of-water named PENELOPE.

PEN
So that’s why I think airplane food 
is really good! I’ve never had food 
that tastes totally different than 
how it normally tastes. Oh my, I’m 
rambling. I’m so sorry. I’m 
Penelope, or Pen. 

The crew member politely nods thinking she’s done.

PEN (CONT’D)
I’m from Elbow Saskatchewan, 
Canada. It’s a one-grain-elevator 
town.

The crew member sighs, then fakes listening.

PEN (CONT’D)
That’s how we measure population in 
my province. By how many grain 
elevators exist. This is my first 
time outside of Elbow. I really 
need my friends and family to be 
proud of me. 

CHRIS (CONT’D)

(MORE)
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PEN (CONT’D)
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They say I bite off more than I can 
chew, but I plan on biting into 
this cruise ship career, chewing it 
up and...

The crew member ignores her now. She gets the hint, starts 
looking around, and spots the security guards up ahead 
opening a female crew member’s SUITCASE and taking everything 
out: bra, clothes, pink furry handcuffs, voodoo mask etc...

Panicked, she discreetly pulls out a tiny VIBRATOR out of her 
bag and tosses it into a TRASH CAN nearby.

When she gets to the security guards, they put her luggage 
straight through the SCANNERS without checking it. Pen sighs.

PEN (CONT’D)
Hi, I’m Pen. Is...ah...I --

SECURITY GUARD #1
Papers and passport.

She passes everything over. A crew member tosses a SODA CAN 
in the same trash. The trash can starts buzzing. Crew look 
into the trash and at each other, confused. Pen smiles, 
trying to ignore the commotion. 

Security Guard #1 gives her papers back and points to the 
ship. Pen looks at the cruise ship towering over her almost 
menacingly. She grabs her luggage, takes a few steps forward, 
then stops in fear.

PEN (CONT’D)
(to herself)

Okay. You can do this.

She takes another step forward, but an EXPLOSION of pink and 
blue powder bursts out of the lounge window and rains down on 
the security area. Chris, Lennart, and Jen hang out of the 
window, coughing out powder as FUNERAL MARCH music plays.

PEN (CONT’D)
(stunned)

What the fuc --

END OF TEASER

PEN (CONT’D)
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ACT ONE

INT. BACK LOUNGE - DAY

Jen, Chris, and Lennart are covered head-to-toe in colored 
powder as they sit on the large, circular window that blew 
open. Broken glass is everywhere.

JEN
We just blew up twelve gender 
reveal parties.

LENNART
Thirteen.

JEN
Thirteen gender reveal parties.

Lennart sees something off-screen and leaves.

CHRIS
(joking)

Wow. Without the colored powder, 
how are parents going to know what 
gender their kids --

JEN
-- Chris was this you?

CHRIS
Nope. I stopped with explosives 
when I blew up the Magician’s 
motorcycle before his disappearing 
motorcycle act.

A CLEANING CREW rushes into the blue and pink version of 
‘Pompeii.’ They begrudgingly start cleaning.

JEN 
Go take the rookies to Safety 
Training before it starts.

CHRIS
Counter. Why don’t I just wait till 
the new rookies randomly find me? 
Then they can say...
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INT. CRUISE SHIP - DECK 0 - ENGINE ROOM

Pen, dragging her luggage with her, opens the large door to 
the engine room, revealing a diverse group of ENGINEERS and 
CREW enjoying a make-shift PANCAKE BREAKFAST.

PEN
(nervous)

Hello. I don’t know where to...go.

The engineers and crew look at one another, then offer her a 
pancake. Pen’s unsure what to do.

INT. I95 - MOMENTS LATER

Pen stands in a corner of the I95, eating her pancake and 
watching the “traffic” go by. A FOOD CART packed with 
condiments passes by.

PEN
Excuse me. Sorry is that maple 
syrup?

The crew member pushing the cart gestures to it. Pen pours 
some syrup then returns the bottle.

PEN (CONT’D)
Thank you so much.

The crew member pushes the cart away.

INT. CRUISE SHIP - BACK LOUNGE - CONTINUOUS

Jen and Chris watch the cleaning staff as CHRISTINE, 26, 
Social Hostess, idiot and twin to LORA, run in with Lora, the 
ship’s Port and Shopping Guide and an exact opposite of 
Christine; sarcastic and cynical.

CHRISTINE
Mazel tov!

LORA
That’s not...this. Unless Judaism 
changed.

CHRISTINE
Kabbalah?

LORA
Shut up.
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CHRISTINE
(to Jen)

Guests are gone. Can I leave the 
ship? I slept with one of the 
guests and he wants to show me his 
white BMW while we do it before he 
goes back to his whiff.

LORA
Wife.

CHRISTINE
Really?! I’m bad with accents.

LORA
He’s from Ohio.

Christine shrugs.

JEN
First, sleeping with guests is a 
fireable offense.

CHRISTINE
Not when you’re on international 
waters according to Chris.

CHRIS
No, no, I never --

JEN
-- Chris is wrong and why are you 
asking me for permission to leave?

LORA
‘Cause you’re the Cruise Fun 
Director for a week.

JEN
Why am I the last to find out about 
this?

Everyone looks at Jen blankly.

CHRISTINE
You weren’t at the orgy last night.

Lora nods. Jen looks to Lennart who walks back into frame, 
nods at her, then exits frame again. Jen buries her head in 
her arms. Chris rubs her back.

CHRIS
You know shoreside are idiots. They 
get shit mixed up all the time. 
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LORA
Chris is right. I once ordered 
thirty diamond rings through 
shoreside and got ten dildos.

Lennart pokes into frame.

LENNART
Eleven.

LORA
Eleven. I kept ten.

Everyone looks at Lennart, wondering if he has the eleventh. 
He nods, then exits frame again.

JEN
(to Chris)

Please take your orgy-infested hand 
off my back.

Lennart returns and hands a piece of PAPER to Jen.

LENNART
This was at ground zero.

JEN
(reading out loud)

All the world’s a stage and we are 
merely players.

LENNART
Patrick Stewart.

JEN
Shakespeare.

CHRISTINE
Yahtzee!

JEN
I don’t have time for...I guess 
this is a riddle? And just so we’re 
clear. I’m not the leader.

LENNART
You are.

LORA
(piecing it together)

So sabotaged gender reveal parties 
and the saboteur left a riddle?
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JEN
Yup.

Lennart passes Jen another note. She reads it.

JEN (CONT’D)
If the Shakespeare quote wasn’t 
“hint” enough, go to the theater.

CHRIS
Fun!

JEN
(to Chris)

Go to crew security and pick up the 
two rookies. We have been 
understaffed for so long, my body 
can’t metabolize coffee anymore.

CHRIS
Maybe you should have been at the 
orgy.

Chris jumps through the broken window to the outside deck, 
starts walking away, but slips and falls out of frame.

CHRIS (O.S.) (CONT’D)
Oh god. Oh god. This hurts a lot.

JEN
(to everyone else)

Let’s go.

They exit, leaving Chris wallowing in pain.

INT. CRUISE SHIP - THEATER - LATER

The theater can seat a thousand people and has an old, New 
York Broadway feel to it. Everyone is spread out, searching 
all over the theater.

LORA
I give up.

JEN
We have less than two hours before 
the new guests come on board. Who 
would do something like this?

LORA
Chris.
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JEN
Yeah but he’s on our side...I 
think.

CHRISTINE
I found a riddle!

Christine waves a STICK-NOTE while everyone joins her. 

LORA
It’s not a riddle. It just says 
“play me.”

CHRISTINE
Yeah, but there are different kinds 
of play.

JEN
Where’d you find the note?

CHRISTINE
(matter-of-fact)

On top of the “play” button.

Jen presses the button. A huge MOVIE SCREEN comes down and 
covers most of the stage.

On the screen we see GERI TOOT, 55, with somewhat passable 
Botox and plastic surgery, next to his wife, ROSE TOOT, 45, 
same amount of cosmetic work done. Both smile ear-to-ear and 
wear the cruise line’s signature pastel uniforms.

GERI
Hi everyone! I’m the Cruise Fun 
Director Geri Toot.

ROSE
And I’m his Co-Cruise Fun Director, 
and co-life partner, Rose Toot.

LORA
(horrified)

Oh no. Not again.

Everyone looks at a terrified Lora, then back to the screen.

GERI
We’ll be joining you in a week, but 
wanted to have a bit of a game 
before we arrive.
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ROSE
Think of it as a team-building 
exercise, but with 
explosions...sometimes.

GERI
(fake laughing)

That’s right Rose. You’ve already 
found the first riddle.

ROSE
Bravo!

GERI
For the rest, you all have to work 
together if you’re to get through 
what we call D.A.V.E.

ROSE
(thinking)

Disruptive Assessment Validating 
Engagement?

GERI
But from this moment on, if you 
solve each riddle, you should 
prevent D.A.V.E from going off.

JEN
Did he say prevent D.A.V.E from --

GERI
-- The next D.A.V.E was activated 
when this video started playing.

ROSE
You now have only thirty-five 
minutes to find D.A.V.E before he 
goes off. Now for the riddle. I am 
deep and shallow.

LORA
You’re not wrong.

ROSE
You can see me, but you can also 
see through me.

JEN
This is a pool, right?

Everyone nods.
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ROSE
I can take the shape of everything, 
but can make anything wet when --

JEN
-- Yeah it’s a pool, shut it off.

Lennart presses the ‘stop’ button.

JEN (CONT’D)
Lora? Who and what are they?

LORA
You’ve never heard of the Cruise 
Fun Director couple?

JEN
There’s forty ships in our fleet.

LENNART
Forty-three.

JEN
Lennart.

LORA
They’re the worst Cruise Fun 
Directors anywhere. When I was on 
the Vortex of The Seas, they made 
us recite the ten levels of 
happiness and would score us 
accordingly.

CHRISTINE
How far did you...

LORA
Minus one. Personal victory.

JEN
Okay, that doesn’t sound too bad. I 
guess, and this isn’t me trying to 
be the leader here, but let’s go 
see what --

INT. POOL DECK - MOMENTS LATER

They stand over the main pool, next to several Pool 
Attendants. All stare at the pool which is completely frozen.

JEN
Shit.
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ACT TWO

INT. CREW HALLWAY - MOMENTS LATER

Pen enters a busy hallway, with crew coming and going in 
every direction. Chris walks by, bandaged from his fall and 
sipping a MARGARITA while talking to Jen on a WALKIE-TALKIE.

CHRIS
(into the walkie-talkie)

I’m right there now. Or here now? 
If it’s a place you’re referring 
to, but I’m there, is it here or --

JEN (V.O.)
(over the walkie-talkie)

-- Oh my god Chris find them. We 
need the help.

Pen offers a feeble wave to Chris.

CHRIS
What?

PEN
Sorry, who are you looking for?

CHRIS
Pin.

JEN (V.O.)
(over the walkie-talkie)

Pen.

CHRIS
(to Jen)

What?

PEN
I’m Pen.

CHRIS
(to Pen)

You’re Pin?

JEN (V.O.)
(over the walkie-talkie)

Pen! Cruise Fun Staff new hire?

CHRIS
(to Jen)

I can’t find her.
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PEN
I’m here.

CHRIS
(frustrated)

Damn. I wanted to waste more time.

PEN
Why?

CHRIS
You need to get to know me more.

Chris sighs and walks past Pen, still drinking his margarita.

CHRIS (CONT’D)
Come on.

Chris spots CARLOS, 23, Brazilian, kind, passionate, and the 
most beautiful man in the world.

CHRIS (CONT’D)
Jen. Didn’t you say there were two 
rookies for us?

JEN (V.O.)
(over the walkie-talkie)

Yeah but I don’t have the other 
one’s name.

He takes a sip of his margarita.

CHRIS
I got him.

Pen turns and is instantly captivated by Carlos’ beauty.

TIME SLOWS

The SONG “My heart Will Go On,” by Celine Dion.

PEN’S POV

Carlos looks around the room with his strikingly beautiful 
eyes. He smiles at other rookie crew and waves at a few.

END PEN’S POV

Pen is still hypnotized as we move to Chris, whose SONG is 
“Tempo,” by Lizzo.

CHRIS’ POV

It’s just Carlos’ butt.
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END CHRIS’ POV

Chris shakes himself out of his trance.

CHRIS (CONT’D)
Let’s do him.

(corrects himself)
THIS!...Let’s do...this.

Chris and Pen approach Carlos.

CHRIS (CONT’D)
Hello.

CARLOS
Hi, I’m Carlos.

CHRIS
Queer.

CARLOS
That’s...your name?

CHRIS
A small part of my identity. 
Cutting to the chase; I sail 
wherever the wind takes me, and I 
really hope you want to sink my 
battleship.

CARLOS
Look, I’m new here and definitely 
want to make friends.

He gestures to Pen who tries to hide her blushing.

CARLOS (CONT’D)
But I didn’t travel all the way 
from Brazil to flirt. So if it 
doesn’t stop, I’ll introduce you to 
the kind of rebuttal only someone 
Brazilian and Catholic can do.

CHRIS
Ohhh...Catholic. I’m Protestant. 
Well, it’s the 2020’s. We can make 
it work.

Carlos gives Chris the evil eye.

CHRIS (CONT’D)
Fffiinnneee.

Pen and Carlos hesitantly follow Chris.
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INT. TRAINING ROOM / CREW BAR - LATER

Chris escorts Carlos and Pen into the room. OFFICER CONNOR, 
60, an exhausted, thin, and very Irish Chief Security 
Officer, stands next to his all-FILIPINO SECURITY GUARDS 
behind a desk and computer.

Rows of chairs filled with hesitant rookie crew stare at 
Officer Connor and his guards like they’re in front of a 
firing squad.

Next to each chair is a VIRTUAL REALITY HEADSET and a cable, 
all of them leading to Officer Connor’s computer.

CHRIS
Officer Connor, I have two new 
virgins for you to sacrifice.

(gestures to Pen)
She’s not going to survive the day.

(gestures to Carlos)
And I’m pretty sure he posed for 
Michelangelo.

(to Pen and Carlos)
Good luck.

Chris leaves Carlos and Pen standing in judgmental silence 
with Officer Connor. They quickly put their luggage next to 
all the other rookie crew luggage and have a seat.

OFFICER CONNER
Every...single...one of you is 
going to die if you forget anything 
I teach you.

Pen and Carlos share a worried glance.

OFFICER CONNOR
Now. Let’s find out who’s a victim.

Officer Connor turns on an old school PROJECTOR which 
displays the word HOW YOU CAN DIE AT SEA in big, bold font.

INT. POOL DECK

Jen, Lora, Lennart, and Christine are still standing over the 
frozen over pool.

CHRISTINE
Are we just going to stare at this?

LORA
We’re thinking Christine. I know 
it’s a foreign concept but --
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JEN
-- I got nothing.

(beat)
Oh, come on! The next riddle is in 
the ice.

Everyone squints their eyes to see the piece of paper deep 
down in the ice.

JEN (CONT’D)
If this is the first sabotage --

LENNART
-- Second.

JEN
(warning him)

Lennart.

He gives her the peace sign.

JEN (CONT’D)
It’s hopeless.

Lennart holds out his hand to Christine who takes it and the 
two slide around on the ice/pool as Jen sits, defeated.

JEN (CONT’D)
(to Lora)

We have bingo cards that need 
sorting, The Welcome Aboard Show to 
get ready for, rookies to train. 
And after years of working days, 
nights, weekends, I’m given one 
week in my dream job as Cruise Fun 
Director! Why even bother trying?

LORA
Do we have a choice?

Jen goes over to the ice cream machine and makes herself a 
cone. Lennart, Lora and Christine join her.

LENNART
There is an ancient German fairy 
tale you may not know of. A girl 
went to her grandmother’s house in 
the woods. 

As Lennart tells the story, Jen and Lora quickly realize it’s 
Little Red Riding Hood. Each slowly turn their heads to look 
at Lennart. Christine is oblivious.

20.



21.

LENNART (CONT’D)
She had a red hood which was very 
stupid ‘cause she would be easy to 
see in the forest. When she 
arrived, a very smart wolf was 
dressed like her grandmother and 
tried to eat her, but the wolf was 
murdered.

JEN
Your point?

LENNART
Although the wolf died, he tried to 
eat the stupid girl by tricking her 
with the grandmother’s clothes. He 
may have failed, but in Germany, we 
reward him for, how do you say, 
working with what you got.

LORA
(confused)

Wait...Germans think the wolf was 
the hero?!

LENNART
Who else would it be?

JEN
Lennart’s right. About working with 
what you got.

(thinking)
We have ice in a pool. How can we 
turn this to our advantage?

CHRISTINE
We need this to be a good thing?

Lora pats Christine on the back.

JEN
Ice sculptures?

INT. RECYCLING ROOM - MOMENTS LATER

Officer Connor is now holding a 2X4 PIECE OF WOOD in hand 
while standing next to a WATERTIGHT DOOR with his security 
guards. The rookie crew watch, eyes wide.
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OFFICER CONNOR
This is a watertight door. It is 
designed to stop thousands of 
pounds of water from coming in and 
sinking the ship. It is NOT 
designed to stop once it starts 
closing. Do NOT get drunk and jump 
back and forth to impress your 
mates. I have six of those a year 
where one person turns into two.

CARLOS
(whispering to Pen)

I can’t believe that’s a thing.

PEN
(whispering to Carlos)

That’s nothing. You’ve never been 
stuck in a grain bin before.

CARLOS
A what?

Officer Connor stares them down again. After a moment he nods 
to the security guards. One guard takes the piece of wood 
while the other pulls a lever. 

METAL GUARDS flip up and warning lights flash everywhere. The 
massive watertight door slowly starts to close. A security 
guard holds a piece of wood in front of the door that slowly 
crushes and flattens it with ease.

REACTION: The crowd’s jaws drop. One new crew member faints. 
CREW MEMBER #1 walks away.

CREW MEMBER #1
I quit.

OFFICER CONNOR
Two down. Off to fire training.

Officer Connor gleefully exits with his security guards. The 
hesitant, helpless rookies slowly lag behind.

INT. POOL DECK

CREW are halfway through carving ICE SCULPTURES out of the 
frozen pool. There are sculptures of various fish, a SWAN, 
characters dancing, and more.

Lennart is busy singing, in German, the song “Jump In The 
Line,” with the Caribbean CALYPSO BAND.
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LENNART
(singing in German)

Schüttel,  schüttel , schüttel mein 
Freulein, schüttel dein Körperlein.
Schüttel,  schüttel , schüttel mein 
Freulein, schüttel die ganze Zeit.

(English translation)
Shake, shake, shake, Senora, shake 
your body line. Shake, shake, 
shake, Senora, shake it all the 
time.

CHRISTINE
I’ve never heard German Calypso 
music before.

LORA
No one has.

(to Jen)
Come on leader. What’s next?

One ICE SCULPTURE CREW MEMBER pulls out an ice cube he made 
with the riddle inside and hands it to Jen. Lennart joins 
everyone.

JEN
I’m not the leader, but...

(reads out loud)
I could also break the bulbs in the 
bingo board. Maybe change the 
ship’s horn to the theme song of 
The Love Boat. YouTube Love Boat 
theme song.

LENNART
That’s no riddle.

LORA
Sounds like pranks Chris would do.

JEN
That’s his handwriting. Oh my god.

Everyone but Christine has the epiphany.

CHRISTINE
(excited)

Well?! Don’t keep it to yourself.

LORA
She’s assuming we all get it.

CHRISTINE
Well we don’t sooo...
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JEN
It’s Chris. It’s been Chris. He’s 
the saboteur. He must have mixed up 
the riddle he was supposed to put 
in the ice with his own personal 
list of pranks. Come on.

CHRISTINE
So what’s the next riddle?

Lora drags Christine away.

INT. TRAINING ROOM / CREW BAR - LATER

A soaking-wet crowd of rookies enter the training room and 
take their seats. Officer Connor and his security guards are 
already at the front.

OFFICER CONNOR
It’s clear none of you know how to 
use hoses.

Pen spots a pile of towels near Officer Connor. The rookies 
clearly want them but aren’t brave enough. Pen looks at a 
beautifully soaking-wet Carlos, then over to the towels.

She hesitantly approaches them as Officer Connor and his 
security guards watch and judge. Scared beyond belief, she 
cautiously takes two towels and confidently gives one to 
Carlos.

PEN
Here you go.

CARLOS
My hero.

Pen smiles as her confidence grows.

OFFICER CONNOR
Put on the virtual reality 
headsets.

As they do, Officer Connor pulls up a MENU on his computer 
screen with the options: Ship Sinking, Bomb Threat, Crazy 
Passenger, Crazy Crew Member, Killer Robot, Acts of God.

OFFICER CONNOR (CONT’D)
Here are the ways you’re going to 
die.

He presses an unknown option. The crowd starts screaming, 
gripping their armrests, holding on to each other, and 
standing up, panicked.
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INT. CRUISE NANNY EXPERIENCE (AKA KIDS AREA) - LATER

Chris is thrown into the BALL PIT. Some of the balls squeak 
as he lands on them. Lennart locks the door to it, which is a 
plastic, colorful LATCH. The kids’ area is filled with arcade 
games, science games, and other learning, interactive areas.

Lennart starts casually throwing plastic balls at Chris’ 
unimpressed, still partly bandaged face.

CHRISTINE
Isn’t hitting him with balls 
torture?

LENNART
If there are no bruises, nothing 
happened.

LORA
Whoa! This just got dark.

JEN
How could you do this to me?

CHRIS
One part boredom, two-thirds 
apathy? Not with you. With the job. 
Plus, I had no idea what I was 
doing.

Jen waves at Lennart to stop throwing balls.

JEN
What do you mean?

CHRIS
I got a letter that said to enter a 
code on my cell phone that must 
have triggered the gender reveal 
balloons, pull levers on the pool 
deck which I guess activated dry 
ice steam or something, and then 
there’s the last sabotage we 
haven’t gotten to yet. It was an 
official letter from shoreside.

JEN
Who gave you the letter?

Chris meekly looks over at Lennart.

CHRIS
Mr. Germany.
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Everyone, stunned, looks at Lennart who shakes his head then 
goes back to casually throwing balls at Chris’ head.

LENNART
I was emailed from Cruise Fun 
Directors. They said they would 
make a donation to my hometown’s 
carnival if I gave Chris letter.

LORA
Whoa, whoa, whoa. Wait. A freaking 
carnival?

CHRISTINE
They’re a big deal in Germany. A 
lot of hot guys go there.

Lennart nods.

JEN
This isn’t Kölsche Karneval 
Lennart, it’s our lives. You’re not 
in Cologne. You need to not --

Lennart, offended for an unknown reason, leaves the room.

JEN (CONT’D)
Okay. Chris, you’re not this 
malicious to crew. Guests sure, but 
--

CHRIS
-- They would have come this week.

Jen’s confused.

CHRIS (CONT’D)
The annoying Cruise Fun Director 
couple. They gave me two options: 
They come this week, or you get 
tested but have your dream job for 
a week. I thought, a little 
sabotage was a small price to pay 
if you had a taste of being our 
real Cruise Fun Director.

JEN
What’s the last sabotage?

CHRIS
I can’t say. 

Everyone picks up a ball and is ready to throw at Chris.
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CHRIS (CONT’D)
They said if you didn’t lead the 
crew through these sabotages, 
they’d meet us at the first port of 
call during this cruise and take 
over. I think they’re watching 
through the two hundred security 
cameras or something, I dunno.

JEN
Let him out of the ball pit.

Lora releases the plastic latch on the door. As Chris climbs 
out, he steps on several SQUEAKY TOYS.

JEN (CONT’D)
Give me the last riddle.

Chris hands it over.

JEN (CONT’D)
(reading out loud)

I guide the ship into the ocean 
when -- It’s the bridge.

Jen looks at everyone waiting for her direction.

JEN (CONT’D)
(takes a deep breath)

Okay well. Chris. Go get the 
rookies and just have them meet us 
at the bridge. Then find out why 
Lennart’s offended.

As Chris exits:

CHRIS
He’s so sensitive.

JEN
(to Lora)

Time?

LORA
(checking watch)

Less than forty minutes before the 
guests come onboard. I need at 
least thirty to set up.

JEN
Same. No time to lose. Let’s go.

They exit.
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ACT THREE

INT. TRAINING ROOM / CREW BAR

The crew, still wearing their virtual reality headsets, are 
huddled behind a barricade of chairs, tables, and their own 
luggage. In the center of the room is a tennis ball. 

On Officer Connor’s COMPUTER SCREEN, we see a live digital 
representation of the room. Overlaid on the tennis ball is a 
cartoon version of a bomb. All the crew on the computer 
screen have a cheap, digital, ugly AVATAR of themselves.

Officer Connor and his security guards watch, unimpressed.

OFFICER CONNOR
One of you has to do it.

Pen looks at her fellow rookies huddled together, too 
frightened to move.

PEN
I don’t bite off more than I can 
chew.

CARLOS
What?

PEN
My friends and family told me this 
job was going to be too much to 
handle.

CARLOS
They might be right. For me. Not 
you. This is way harder than 
working on the farm.

Pen lights up to hear Carlos is a country boy.

PEN
You come from a farm too?

CARLOS
Yeah. Spent my whole life there. 
That’s why I joined the ships. I 
wanted adventure, but never 
thought...you know...it’d be like 
this!

OFFICER CONNOR (O.S.)
If one of you doesn’t do it, all of 
you will die.

28.



29.

CARLOS
I’m not sure I can handle this.

PEN POV - VIRTUAL REALITY WORLD

She sees the crudely animated digital bomb in the center of 
the room.

BACK TO REAL WORLD

PEN
You’re wrong. You can handle it. I 
can handle it, ‘cause others have 
handled it. If others can do this 
job, we can too. I was scared to 
death the entire plane ride getting 
here ‘cause I’ve never flown 
before, I was too chicken to keep 
my vibrator, and I want to flirt 
with you but don’t know how ‘cause 
I’ve never flirted with anyone and 
you were pretty intense to Chris.

CARLOS
Sorry...your vibrator?

PEN
I thought I had to prove to my 
family that I’m stronger than they 
think I am, but I think I have to 
prove it to myself.

She takes a deep breath.

PEN (CONT’D)
And that’s just what I’m going to 
do.

She turns to Carlos.

PEN’S POV - VIRTUAL REALITY WORLD

Pen looks at the creepy digital avatar of Carlos.

PEN (CONT’D)
Stay here. I’ll save everyone.

Carlos smiles, which normally would be very attractive, but 
his avatar’s digital smile is just too weird.

CARLOS
Are you sure --

Pen grabs his face.
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PEN
Yes. And don’t smile. Please.

BACK TO REAL WORLD

Pen runs around the barricade of chairs, tables, and luggage.

PEN
(to herself)

Oh my god, oh my god, oh my god.

She heroically throws herself onto the tennis ball.

The bomb on Officer Connor’s computer goes off, but Pen’s 
sacrificed body stops other’s digital selves from dying. The 
simulation ends.

OFFICER CONNOR
Next time die sooner.

Carlos walks over and helps Pen up.

CARLOS
(smiling)

My hero.

PEN
(with pride)

It was nothing.

Chris runs in, grabs Pen and Carlos and starts pulling them 
out of the room.

CHRIS
Sorry Officer Connor. I need these 
two.

Pen and Carlos grab their luggage while Chris pulls them out 
of the room. Virtual Reality Headsets drop to the floor.

OFFICER CONNOR
(to the other Rookies)

Time for lesson number three.

Officer Connor brings up a new slide on his Projector Screen 
which reads: How To Fight A Shark. The rookies eyes widen.

INT. BRIDGE - DAY

CAPTAIN HEMPSTEIN, 50, American and clueless, a Lloyd Bridges 
type, is trying to fix his hair using a PORTRAIT of himself. 
His 1st Officer Hendrix, aka MIA, 5’2, 30, the one who should 
be in command, joins him.
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MIA
Captain?

CAPTAIN HEMPSTEIN
Where?

1ST OFFICER HENDRIX
That’s you sir.

CAPTAIN HEMPSTEIN
Oh. Look at this.

He flicks his hair in another position, but of course the 
portrait stays the same.

CAPTAIN HEMPSTEIN (CONT’D)
My hair’s been like that all 
morning.

1ST OFFICER HENDRIX
Ahh sir I’d like to show you 
something.

CAPTAIN HEMPSTEIN
Lead the way.

As they walk over to the Captain’s chair:

1ST OFFICER HENDRIX
We have most of our supplies loaded 
and we’re right on schedule.

CAPTAIN HEMPSTEIN
Good, good. How many missiles did 
we get?

1ST OFFICER HENDRIX
None sir. We’re a luxury cruise 
ship.

CAPTAIN HEMPSTEIN
Well, that’s part of the problem 
isn’t it? Back in my day, it was 
sixteen hours of work, bad food and 
the threat of constant attack.

1ST OFFICER HENDRIX
War is hell sir.

CAPTAIN HEMPSTEIN
War? I’m talking about my ex-wife. 
So what do we got?
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They arrive at the Captain’s chair, a high-tech piece of 
equipment with JOYSTICKS on each armrest and a flat screen 
MONITOR in front of it.

1ST OFFICER HENDRIX
As you can see, everything looks 
normal. But we turned on the 
monitor and...

1st Officer Hendrix flips on the monitor, which shows a loose 
parody game, similar to Pokémon Go, called WACKY BONKERS. 
Animated characters are overlayed on top of the countries and 
places on the map the ship is to sail to.

CAPTAIN HEMPSTEIN
Wacky Bonkers! Looks like Shoreside 
did something right for once huh?

He starts playing.

1ST OFFICER HENDRIX
Sir, that monitor is supposed to 
show us where we’re going.

CAPTAIN HEMPSTEIN
Don’t worry. If I knock out the 
dinosaur, we can get to Cabo in two 
days.

Jen, Lora, and Christine rush into the Bridge.

CAPTAIN HEMPSTEIN (CONT’D)
We should get a lock for that.

1ST OFFICER HENDRIX
Can I help you?

JEN
Mia. Is anything odd going on?

CAPTAIN HEMPSTEIN
Besides a Panda giving my Elf the 
business. It’s my fault for picking 
Cancun.

1ST OFFICER HENDRIX
It’s First Officer Hendrix when 
we’re not drinking.

She guides them to the captain.

CAPTAIN HEMPSTEIN
This is harder than the mobile 
version.

(MORE)
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(to Jen)
I’m a level sixty-three with 
nineteen gold balls.

1ST OFFICER HENDRIX
(to Jen)

We need this fixed if the ship’s 
going to leave the harbor.

Jen turns on her walkie-talkie.

JEN
(to her walkie-talkie)

Chris?

Chris bursts into the room with Pen and Carlos. Everyone who 
hasn’t seen Carlos yet, is stunned at his beauty.

TIME SLOWS

The SONG “My Heart Will Go On,” by Celine Dion begins to play 
in everyone’s heads.

Chris cuts into the group’s fantasy and ends it.

CHRIS
We don’t have time for that. I’m 
trying to be helpful.

JEN
Then fix this.

CHRIS
Oh, I can’t. I set it so the only 
way is for someone to beat the 
three bosses for this level.

CAPTAIN HEMPSTEIN
Well, I got the hedgehog. But the 
Penguin and the Crazy Psychiatrist 
are up to the rest of you.

The Captain pats Chris on the back then leaves The Bridge.

CAPTAIN HEMPSTEIN (CONT’D)
As you were.

Everyone is left speechless.

PEN
I could do it.

All eyes on her.

CAPTAIN HEMPSTEIN (CONT’D)
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CHRIS
Oh yeah. Jen? This is Carlos and 
Pen. Your rookies. Huh. Jen and 
Pen. That’s going to get old quick.

PEN
I’m also Penelop --

JEN
-- We’ll get to know each other 
more later, what do you know about 
this game?

PEN
This is the only game everyone 
plays in Elbow. Elbow Saskatchewan. 
It’s a one grain elevator --

JEN
-- Later. Sit

Pen hesitantly takes a seat in the Captain’s chair.

LORA
We are thirty minutes away from the 
guests coming onboard.

Pen takes a deep breath and looks over at Carlos who beams a 
gorgeous smile back at her. Determined, she starts playing. 
As the game gets more intense, everyone leans in to the point 
of it being too close for comfort.

PEN
Uhm...

They slightly back away but keep their eyes on the game.

GAME - Pen throws a ball but misses the evil Penguin.

CHRIS
Another miss and the Penguin will 
shoot icicles at you.

PEN
I know, I know.

GAME - Pen knocks the Penguin down.

Everyone cheers, but Jen sshhhh’s them as there’s one more 
boss to go. As Pen plays, Lennart comes out of nowhere and 
leans into a stressed-out Pen.

LENNART
You are the wolf. 
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He whisper howls as Pen tries to ignore him.

JEN
Where’d you come from?

LENNART
I’m still mad at you.

Lennart leaves.

GAME - Her health is lower than the Crazy Psychiatrist who 
keeps striking her with TEXTBOOKS.

CHRIS
What are you doing? You’re going to 
lose.

PEN
I studied every throw. The next 
book is ‘parental neglect.’

GAME - Crazy Psychiatrist throws the book Parental Neglect at 
her. She grabs it, opens up to a chapter on Oedipus Complex, 
then throws the book back at him which defeats the character.

MONITOR - Flips back to its normal navigation screen.

JEN
(to Pen)

Great job rook.

LORA
That game is weird as hell.

CHRISTINE
It’s really popular. I’m a level 32 
Dove.

LORA
Whatever.

JEN
(to Chris)

Now let’s talk about your 
punishment.

Chris starts backing up towards the exit.

CHRIS
Hey, I came through in the end.

LORA
Doesn’t even begin to make up for 
today.
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CHRIS
Well I’m sorry but I stretched 
before I came in sooo...

Chris runs to the door which simultaneously swings open, 
knocking him to the ground as Captain Hempstein walks in.

CAPTAIN HEMPSTEIN
I can’t find my glasses anywhere.

1ST OFFICER HENDRIX
You don’t wear glasses sir.

CAPTAIN HEMPSTEIN
It’s a good thing too. A buddy of 
mine had a pair and a grenade 
exploded too close. Blind as a bat 
now. But Mardi Gras is always nuts. 
As you were.

He leaves. Chris moans off screen.

JEN
That’s punishment enough.

1ST OFFICER HENDRIX
Good job everyone. Thank you.

(switching moods)
Now get off my bridge.

EXT. BRIDGE - HALLWAY - MOMENTS LATER

The door slams behind Jen, Pen, Lora, Christine, and Chris 
who now has a bruised face and is limping.

LORA
Did we do it? 

Everyone looks at Chris who tries but can’t speak, so he just 
gives a thumbs up.

PEN
I don’t want to ruffle any feathers 
but, didn’t Chris do something 
illegal changing that monitor? 

LORA
(shrugs)

Probably.
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JEN
(to Pen)

Chris has a lot of passes thanks to 
the incident.

As everyone but Pen and Carlos walk away:

LORA
That was some crazy night. Or was 
it morning?

JEN
There were so many wild rabbits.

CHRISTINE
And Amish!

Pen and Carlos shrug and drag their luggage as they catch up.

INT. GUEST SERVICES FRONT DESK - LATER

Jen, Pen, Carlos, and Lora sip MARGARITAS while they watch 
the crew run around, getting things set-up. Jen checks her 
watch.

JEN
Seventeen minutes to go. It’ll be 
close.

LORA
Good idea changing the schedule 
last minute so we had less to 
prepare for.

JEN
I guess that’s another thing a 
leader does. Improvise.

LORA
So you’re feeling better?

JEN
Nope. Still bitter about having the 
job for just a week. But you were 
right that I should enjoy it while 
I have it.

They ‘cheers’ with their Margaritas.

PEN
So is this a normal day?
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JEN
No.

LORA
No.

JEN (CONT’D)
This was easy.

Pen is shocked while the PURSER’s set-up the new weekly 
schedule. Lora grabs the schedule PAMPHLET.

LORA
Looks like Alcoholics Anonymous is 
in the Cigar bar. I’ll move wine 
tasting to Conference Room B. Chris 
can you give me a hand?

Lora kicks Chris who moans off-screen as he’s lying on the 
ground, in pain. Lora checks that she’s out of earshot of Pen 
and Carlos who are busy with their own conversation.

LORA (CONT’D)
Your time will come you know. 
You’ll be the best leader this 
cruise line has ever seen.

JEN
Thanks. That’s really sweet.

LORA
It’s not a high bar. And tell a 
soul I said something nice and I’ll 
throw you overboard.

JEN
That’s my Lora.

Christine joins the group as she straightens out her uniform.

LORA
Soooo...

CHRISTINE
Yep. Did BMW guy.

CHRIS (O.S.)
That was quick.

CHRISTINE
That’s what I said!

LORA
You definitely got all the horny.
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JEN
The real disaster will be when the 
Cruise Fun Directors come onboard. 
From what you’ve told me, nothing 
today or this week can compare to 
how terrible things will be...

A CHILD, 5, walks up and tugs on Jen’s pant leg.

JEN (CONT’D)
What...are you?

CHILD
Emily.

A bruised Chris painfully sits-up as everyone kneels down to 
meet the child at eye-level.

LORA
Where did you come from?

The child points to the MAIN DOORS that are wide open. Guests 
pile into the ship in droves.

LORA (CONT’D)
Oh god no.

JEN
We just needed a few more minutes.

While all the crew watch helplessly in horror, Jen looks over 
to see Lennart confidently holding open the doors.

JEN (CONT’D)
(to Lennart)

Why?!

LENNART
I am from Dusseldorf. Not Cologne. 
Our carnivals are better!

EVERYONE ELSE
Ach nein.

THE END

SONG PLAYING DURING CREDITS - Lennart singing German Calypso 
music. 
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